[Ultrastructural and microanalytic study of gold depots in the synovial membrane of man and animals during treatment with sodium aurothiopropanol sulfonate].
In inflammatory rheumatism treated by gold therapy synoviocytes A are stuffed with gold salt deposits leading to a therapeutic thesaurismosis. These deposits are localized in lysosomes, then called aurosomes. However they may be rarely near collagen fibers or free, particularly in ankylosing spondylitis synovitis. Their structural morphological aspect is the same in several human rheumatic diseases and in rabbit experimental arthritis whatever the gold salt used. In such deposits, microprobe analysis shows gold and sulphur. This latter is probably given by the cell. Therapeutic effect of gold salts may imply the effect of the thiol moiety and the gold metal one.